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Selmar Aschheim was born in Berlin. He studied at Freiburg, Munich, and
Hamburg and worked during vacations with Weigert at Frankfurt, showing
an early interest in histopathology. His thesis in 1901 was a study of red blood
cell formation.

In 1905, as a practising gynaecologist in Berlin, he continued his studies in
pathology and became director of the laboratory of pathological histology at
the Charité hospital in 1912. It was there that his most brilliant discoveries
were made. For some years he studied cyclic histochemical changes in the human
endometrium, but from 1925, when Zondek implanted fragments of hypophysis
in immature mice, Aschheim studied the stimulated ovaries, which showed
follicular growth, blood follicles, luteinization and eggs retained in corpora
lutea. A test of gonadotrophic activity was thus established.

Aschheim proceeded to a further experiment; he implanted fragments of
human decidua from an early pregnancy and induced changes in the ovaries
and reproductive tracts ofimmature mice. Next he tested other tissues—placenta,
amniotic fluid, extract of foetus and human pregnancy blood, all of which gave
positive reactions. These results were published in 1926.

The disappearance ofgonadotrophic activity from the blood after parturition
caused Aschheim to study the urine of pregnancy and led directly to the dis¬
covery of the very large ('kolossal') amounts of gonadotrophins and oestrogens
excreted in early pregnancy. This was the basis of the pregnancy test, described
to German gynaecologists in June 1927. In collaboration with Zondek the
details of the test were worked out. The abundance of oestrogens in pregnancy
facilitated their extraction and purification followed by their synthesis.

In 1928 Aschheim described the action of the two different gonadotrophins
and in the next few years he published further papers on oestrogens and other
subjects. In 1936, he found it impossible to continue his work in Berlin, and
partly through his friendship with M. Bouin at Strasbourg, he was offered a

post which he accepted at the Collège de France in Paris by the Centre National
de la Recherche Scientifique. A year later he became a naturalized Frenchman.
He was present at the Singer-Polignac Symposium in 1937.

In 1953 his 75th birthday was celebrated by an address by Professor R.
Courrier, Secretary of the Academy of Sciences, to which he made a

characteristically modest reply. Aschheim was a rare combination of practising
clinician and scientist and a pioneer in the endocrinology of pregnancy. His
last paper was published in 1956 and he died at his home in Paris in 1965 at
the age of 87. R. D.
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