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NOTICE TO CONTRIBUTORS

The Journal of Reproduction and Fertility publishes original papers, reviews and bibliographies
on the morphology, physiology, biochemistry and pathology of reproduction in man and other
animals, and on the biological, medical and veterinary problems of fertility and lactation. Clinical
subjects are welcome. The Journal is covered by Current Contents, Biological Abstracts and
Bibliography of Reproduction.

Papers are considered for publication on the understanding that they have not been, and will not
be, published elsewhere in whole or in part, and that, where customary, they have been approved
for publication by the relevant Head of Department. Exceptions may be made if prior
publication is limited to a brief abstract or is in a relatively inaccessible medium. Papers are
normally assessed by two external referees. The Editor is not responsible for any loss of or
damage to manuscripts or illustrations. The date of receipt of each paper is normally the date
on which the typescript is first received by the Editor but, if a paper has been extensively altered
after submission, the date may be changed at the discretion of the Editor to that on which an
acceptable draft is received.

Manuscripts (three copies—one top copy and two duplicates) should be sent to the Editor,
Journal of Reproduction and Fertility, 22 Newmarket Road, Cambridge CB5 8DT, England.
Manuscripts should be type-written, on one side of the paper only, with wide margins, be double-
spaced and in the English language. Pages with numbered lines (printed or typed) should
be used. Spelling should follow that of the Concise Oxford Dictionary. On a separate page
the manuscript should bear the title of the paper, the names of the authors, the name of
the Institution where the work was done and the present postal address if different from
that of the Institution. A short title, to serve as a running head and consisting of not more
than fifty (50) letters (including spaces), must also be given on the title page. The paper
should normally be presented in the form of Summary, Introduction, Materials and Methods,
Results and Discussion sections. The Summary should not exceed 3% of the length of the paper.
Acknowledgments should be made at the end of the text in a separate section. Footnotes are
generally not admissible except to indicate the present address of the author. If authors’ own
papers are quoted as ‘in press’ in the bibliography, two copies of such papers must be provided
so that the referees can properly assess the paper submitted. Descriptions of assays should
contain enough details (e.g. standards, antisera, specificity, sensitivity, extraction efficiency,
variation: see p.iv) for a reader to judge the validity of the assay without reference to other
papers. All quantitative results should be analysed by appropriate statistical methods.

Journal practice in the use of terminology, abbreviations, formulae and symbols will, in
general, follow that set out in Units, Symbols and Abbreviations—A Guide for Biological and
Medical Editors and Authors published (1977) by the Royal Society of Medicine. For
specifically chemical terminology, the Biochemical Journals ‘Instructions to authors’ should be
consulted. Fuller information is readily available on application to the Editor.

References in the text should be given in the manner that is standard in the Journal, i.e. for multi-
author papers, authors’ names to be given in full the first time they are quoted (unless more than
5 authors) and thereafter as et al. In the list of references the order should be alphabetical with
papers by the same author being arranged in the order (1) single author, (2) two authors alpha-
betically according to the name of the second author, and (3) several authors chronologically
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with a, b, ¢ etc. for papers published in the same year. Titles of journals should be abbreviated
according to the World List of Scientific Periodicals, 4th edn (1964), and as also given in World
Medical Periodicals. First and last page numbers are required.

Tables should be typed on separate sheets, be given Arabic numbers and be accompanied by
adequate headings and legends. Their approximate position in the text should be indicated by a
note in the margin. When at all possible, data should be presented as tables, which are more
informative and generally more economic than text-figures.

Illustrations and diagrams should not be mounted and each should bear the author’s name and
figure number on a previously inscribed sticky label to avoid indentation marks on the figure.
The legends for Text-figures and Plates should be typed separately.

Line drawings are referred to as Text-figures and numbered sequentially. The originals and
2 copies should be provided. The copies should be fully lettered and numbered. The originals
should be drawn in India ink on plain white paper, tracing paper, thin Bristol board or faint blue-
lined paper. Symbols and lines should be standard (e.g. B, (], ®, O, A, A), not hand-drawn,
and be large enough and thick enough respectively to be visible when the figure is reduced for
publication. Letters and numbers should be written lightly in pencil.

Half-tone illustrations are referred to as Plate figures and are numbered sequentially (e.g.
Pl 1, Fig. 4; Pl 2, Fig. 5). The originals and 2 copies should be provided and labelling should
be complete on all copies. For optimal reproduction the originals should, if possible, be the
same size as the figure will be on the Journal page (not more than 20 x 13 cm/plate). A
suggested lay-out of each plate should be provided. There will be no charge to the author for the
first 2 black and white plates per paper but there will be a charge for every additional plate.
Colour illustrations may be accepted but authors will be asked to pay the full cost of production.

Proofs will be sent to contributors for minor corrections. Major alterations will be accepted only
at the author’s expense. Manuscripts will not be sent out with proofs unless requested in advance
by the author. Overseas contributors will receive, and should return, their proofs by air mail.

Offprints. Regardless of the number of authors, only 50 offprints will be supplied free of charge.
Additional copies up to the limit of 500 may be purchased if ordered on the form enclosed with
the proofs. Offprints are despatched according to instructions from the author completing this
form.



A Notice to Contributors

JREF policy for the presentation of competitive binding assays

The following recommendations are made for consideration by contributors with regard to the
description and validation of competitive binding assays.

Original description of a new assay method
This should include information relating to the following in such detail that a reader can repeat
the method exactly.

(1) The source and method of preparation of the binding agent.

(2) The source and nature (method of preparation where appropriate) of the labelled ligand.

(3) The source of the standard preparation, which should be one in general use if possible or
a specified preparation calibrated in terms of such a standard.

(4) The method for extracting the substance to be assayed from the original medium when
applicable.

(5) Incubation times, temperatures, volumes of reagents and composition of buffers.
(6) The method for separating bound and free ligand.

(7) The method of establishing the assay blank when appropriate.

(8) Counting procedure (scintillants used; counting efficiency).

Validation details

(a) The validation of a new assay should demonstrate:—
(9) The degree to which relevant related substances react in the assay system (cross-reaction
or specificity).
(10) When possible, that the method measures the expected degree of variability for the
substance when assayed in samples from a known physiological situation. Such data
should be compared with information in the literature.

(11) That the substance can be quantitatively recovered at different concentrations after being
added to the medium before extraction or assay.

(12) When possible, the degree of non-specific interference in the medium by purification of
the substance using physico-chemical means (e.g. chromatography) before assay.

(13) The apparent sensitivity of the assay method and the procedure for calculating it.

(14) The intra- and inter-assay coefficients of variation and the procedure for calculating
them.

(15) The nature and value of the assay blank when applicable.
(16) The degree and variation of efficiency of extraction when used.

(17) If possible, comparisons of substance concentrations using alternative assay systems are
desirable.

(b) The validation of an existing or modified assay should include:—

(i) Validation details 9 and 13—16 pertinent to the particular set of data presented when
authors are using assay techniques previously established by themselves in the same
laboratory, and

(ii) Descriptions 1-3 and Validation details 9—16 when the substance is measured in medium

different from that for which the assay was originally described or when an existing
assay is being used for the first time in a new laboratory.



